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Find more historic treasures 

such as Underground Railroad, 

Covered Bridges and more at

travelindianamagazine.com

discover
our deeply rooted heritage»

LaGrange County Barn Quilt Trail
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BBARN QUILT BLOCKS combine 
the artistry of a mural with the 
natural beauty of a rural setting. 
These unique works of art are 
created by painting a large single 
piece of wood with a quilt block 
pattern, then hanging it on the 
side of a barn or other structure.  

Several Indiana counties boast 
barn quilt trails to explore—
simply pick a region, grab a map 
and head out for a scenic drive.

BLOCK 
PARTY

Barn quilt trails offer a charming 
way to see the state

BY AMY LYNCH
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TRADERSPOINT
CREAMERY

Fresh. Simple. Organic.

Visit
our  histor ic  barns!

Dine
at  The  Loft

     Restaurant!

Exper ience
our  organic  

  dair y  farm!

TRADERSPOINTCREAMERY.COM

9101 Moore Road,
Zionsville, IN 46077

317-733-1700

Marshall County

Marshall County got the barn quilt 
ball rolling in 2009 by establishing 
the first such trail in Indiana. A 
brochure available online and at 
the Marshall County Visitors Center 
details more than 60 locations scat-
tered throughout the north-central 
portion of the state.

“Doing the entire trail takes 
around eight hours,” says Cori 
Humes, executive director of the 
Marshall County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. “To make it more 
user-friendly for self-guided driving 

tours, we’ve created a new map 
that divides the trail into quadrants 
that take about two hours each. Of 
course, visitors can follow the trail 
in any direction or order they wish, 
according to their own interests and 
schedules.” 

 Barn quilt exhibitors go through 
an application process to become 
part of the trail; once approved, each 
chooses a pattern and colors for a 
4-foot or 8-foot square block to hang. 
Volunteers pitch in to help with the 
design and painting upon request. 

“Some of these blocks are original 
patterns not found in any books or 
online,” Humes says. “One of our 
patriotic-themed quilts called God 
and Country honors the soldiers and 
clergy members of a local family 
who are serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. Another block reflects the 
work done by the sisters at the Center 
for Donaldson ministries; yet another 
commemorates the annual Marshall 
County Blueberry Festival.”    

For more information, call (574) 936-
1882 or (800) 626-5353, or go to www.
visitmarshallcounty.org.

“One of our patriotic-themed 

quilts called God and Country 

honors the soldiers and 

clergy members of a local 

family who are serving in 

the U.S. Armed Forces”

Marshall County  

Barn Quilt Trail
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LaGrange County

LaGrange County’s strong 
Amish heritage makes it a 
natural setting for tradition-
al hand-made crafts. This 
Barn Quilt Trail began in 
2011 when Karen Weiland, 
a master gardener and 
owner of the Village View 
Bed and Breakfast, rallied a group of friends and colleagues to 
submit a grant proposal for the project. Karen’s pitch was suc-
cessful, and today, more than 30 quilt blocks dot six communities 
within the regional landscape, with still more to come. 

“The trail is popular with Shipshewana Quilt Festival attendees, 
as well as visitors to Shipshewana and the area lakes,” says Beth 
Thornburg, executive director of the Shipshewana/LaGrange 
County Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Feeling inspired? The Shipshewana and LaGrange County 
Visitors Center sells DIY Barn Quilt Kits, and provides free self-
guided trail maps. !"#$%&#"'(#)"*+,#-.//#01234#52678336#"*#06334#
254-8090, or click on www.visitlagrangecounty.org.

LaGrange County 

Barn Quilt Trail

Come celebrate the arrival of 

another beautiful Springtime 

in Jackson County. It’s the best 

time to get out and enjoy hiking, 

biking, or just having fun. 

Historic Covered Bridges

Unique Round Barns

Hiking and Biking Trails

Nature Preserves and Wildlife Refuge

Arts and Exhibits

Brownstown Speedway

Wineries and Craft Beer

888.524.1914   JacksonCountyIn.com

JC_TravelINAd_2-28-14.indd   1 3/4/14   10:07 AM



71

tra
ve

liN
  SPR

IN
G

 2014

Gibson County

In southwestern Indiana, Gib-
son County launched its Barn 
Quilt Trail in spring 2013 at the 
suggestion of a local quilter. 

“We held a meeting, and 
were amazed at the amount 
of interest,” says Eric Heid-
enreich, executive director 
of the Gibson County Visitors 
and Tourism Bureau. 

Organizers had hoped to 
enlist 50 participants by the 
time the promotion kicked 
off; the trail now includes 
more than 200 quilt blocks. 
Exhibitors select their own 
patterns and can make the 
blocks themselves or hire one 
of several local artists.  

“Some of the most inter-
esting blocks have particular 
significance,” Heidenreich ex-
plains. “The block at the Lyles 
Station Historical School 

and Museum uses a pattern 
taken from a quilt made in 
the 1800s by a Lyles Station 
native. The original quilt has 
been donated to the Smith-
sonian National Museum of 
African American History and 
Culture, opening in 2015 in 
Washington D.C.”

Other patterns pay tribute 
to school mascots, church 
symbols and professions 
ranging from florists to 
farmers. 

“Most of our attractions, 
including the Toyota Visitors 
Center, the Azalea Path Arbo-
retum and Botanical Gardens, 
the Gibson County Court-
house and the Princeton Train 
Depot, all have quilt blocks at 
their sites,” Heidenreich says.

To learn more, call (812) 385-
0999 or (888) 390-5825, or 
visit www.gibsoncountyin.org.

Gibson County 

Barn Quilt Trail


