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Striking the perfect balance between time-honored traditions and forward-thinking innovations,
Indianapolis is ready to wow with world-class attractions, a flourishing restaurant scene and good ol’
fashioned Hoosier hospitality.

Indy’s iconic Monument Circle is the epicenter of the city, with street “spokes” radiating outward into
six downtown cultural districts, each with its own distinctive flavor and vibe. Get a lay of the land by
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walking or biking down the 7.5-mile Cultural Trail that links the neighborhoods. The canal that snakes
through White River State Park also provides a picturesque route and serves up some of the best
vantage points of the city skyline.

Indianapolis skyline from White River
Bridge

History is important here. The Indiana War Memorial Plaza devotes more acreage to honoring our
U.S. veterans than any other city, and Indianapolis is second only to Washington D.C. in its number of
war memorials. There’s also a little race you might have heard of…

Indianapolis 500

No visit to Indianapolis is complete without paying homage to the city’s signature event, the famed
Indianapolis 500. Since 1911, spectators with a need for speed have been making pilgrimages to the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway for thrilling races to the checkered-flag finish line. Even when the
sweet hum of Indy Cars isn’t filling the air during the month of May, the IMS Museum and a bus lap
around the track are more than enough to raise goose bumps and inspire awe.

Sports fans can take their pick of home teams to cheer on in Indy. Colts, Pacers, Indians, Ice, Fever,
Naptown Rollergirls—the gang’s all here. And culture-seekers can quickly fill up their itineraries with
trips to outstanding museums and arts venues like the Indianapolis Museum of Art, Indiana
Repertory Theatre and Hilbert Circle Theatre. For the younger set, the world’s largest Children’s
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Museum, Conner Prairie and the Indianapolis Zoo are sure to capture the imaginations of even the
most difficult-to-impress kids.

Children’s Museum of Indianapolis exterior

With all this activity, working up an appetite is a given. Indy’s diverse dining scene spans a broad
spectrum of cuisine, encompassing Hoosier classic comfort food, innovative farm-to-table fare and
ethnic flavors from around the world. Wash it all down with a craft beer from one of our dozen or so
booming local microbreweries.

From our green spaces to our memorable places, we invite you to make yourself at home as you
move in our circles this week. Welcome to Indianapolis.

 

Amy Lynch is an Indianapolis-based
freelance writer. 
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