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HILLSIDE SIGHT 
Brown County  
State Park is 
Indiana’s largest. 
Visitors flock here 
for horseback 
riding and 
mountain biking  
(812/988-6406;  
stateparks.in.gov). 

When you’re ready 
to unwind, rural 
Indiana awaits  
with covered 
bridges, horse-
drawn buggies  
and stunning  
state parks.  

THE BEST OF INDIANA

Weekend
getawaysS

  WRITER Amy Lynch 

TANDING ATOP the 88-foot 
fire tower and gazing out at 
southern Indiana’s Brown 
County State Park, I can’t 
help but think, Air doesn’t get 
much fresher than this. I’m not 

terribly high, but I’m convinced it’s 
a bit cooler up here than it is on the 
ground. This air is cleansing. 

I’m happy to stand quietly and 
catch my breath after scaling the steep 
steps. It’s worth the e!ort for the vista: 
a landlocked ocean of trees stretches 
endlessly while the tower seems to sway 
slightly in the breeze. As breathtaking as 
this view is in June, I can only imagine 
how spectacular it must be in the fall when 
the foliage wears an autumn wardrobe of 
orange, red and gold. 

Migrant Delaware Indians first passed 
through here, leaving the land pretty much 
as they found it. Later that century, settlers 

cut and cleared the timber. The trees 
I see are actually a mix of intentional 
replanting and natural regrowth. 
These days, the largest state park in 
Indiana has a lot to be proud of, as the 
millions of visitors who come here 

each year to camp, fish, swim and 
explore the trails can attest.

But a breath of fresh air isn’t 
the only reason to pack your bags 

for a weekend in the country. You might 
also escape the urban bustle in search of 
handmade crafts or an engaging history 
lesson. Amish Country in northern Indiana 
(not far from Chicago) and Covered Bridge 
Country about an hour west of Indianapolis 
draw travelers looking for self-guided 
driving tours past postcard-worthy scenes. 
But more hands-on explorers will end 
up where I’m standing, 88 feet up, in the 
middle of a postcard-perfect view. 

Lush
vistas


