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OUT & ABOUT ON THE GO

THE ANNUAL VERA BRADLEY Outlet Sale 
hasn’t even started, but anticipation 
vibrates down the line looping around 
Fort Wayne’s Allen County War 
Memorial Coliseum. Some women 
camped out last night, some flew in from 
other countries. To say the women are 
fans is an understatement: Must-have 
lists in hand, they are already making 
plans to return next year for the deep 
discounts on quilted cotton bags bearing 
cutesy names like Very Berry Paisley 
and Plum Petals.

These deals are serious business. 
More than 60,000 women converge on 

Fort Wayne for this annual event held 
by the Indiana company that made it 
big, one bag at a time. 

Women—and a few long-suffering, 
bag-holding men—good-naturedly 
shu!e among hundreds of tables neatly 
stacked with a rainbow of totes, wallets, 
change purses and more. Discounts start 
at 65 percent and get deeper each day. 
Twitter, Facebook, a loudspeaker and 
friends on cellphones keep deal-seekers 
hopping to tables where merchandise 
has just been reduced or restocked.  

I fully intend to be frugal. I don’t need 
a new purse. But ... a friend could use a 

new tote ... and I have to buy an Amy, my 
namesake purse in a brown-and-white 
print. A couple of hours and $120 later, 
I’m ready for a break. And I’m not alone. 
The Vera Bradley Outlet Sale funnels 
millions of dollars into Fort Wayne, a city 
of 255,000 that’s 120 miles northeast of 
Indianapolis. Thousands of shoppers 
head to standout local restaurants for 
drinks, memorable meals and perfect 
pie. Menus printed on heavy kitchen 
cleavers spark conversation at Cork ’N 
Cleaver, known for its 50-item salad bar 
(four kinds of lettuce, the usual veggies, 
plus caviar and jelly beans), perfectly 
cooked steaks and 6-inch-tall Mud Pie, a 
sinful combo of mocha ice cream and 
fudge on a buttery, Oreo-cookie crust.

Downtown at Club Soda, mixologists 
shake up more than a dozen kinds of 
martinis while diners choose from a 
hearty parade of rich appetizers, entree-
size salads and ahi tuna steaks. 

While I’m in town, I visit two of Fort 
Wayne’s other claims to fame: DeBrand 
Fine Chocolates, which offers $5 tours 
and tastings, and the Allen County Public 
Library. Renovated in 2007, the largest 
public genealogy library in the country 
draws more than 100,000 researchers a 
year. Within minutes, I learn that a great-
grandmother I thought was German 
actually hailed from Ireland. For me, 
that’s just as valuable as the tote I scored. 

Tickets to the sale are $5 April 9–11; no 
tickets required April 12–14. The reno-
vated Hilton Fort Wayne at the Grand 
Wayne Convention Center o"ers quiet, 
comfortable rooms from $109.  
For more info, contact Visit Fort Wayne 
(800/767-7752; visitfortwayne.com).

Amy Lynch
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A special kind of sale
Yes, it’s cheaper to buy a Vera Bradley bag online 
than to travel to Fort Wayne, Indiana. But if you did 
that, you’d miss out on this great girly weekend. 


