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JIM IRSAY
Undoubtedly one of the most 
charismatic personalities in the NFL 
today, Indianapolis Colts owner and 
CEO Jim Irsay knows you don’t get 
anywhere in life by sitting on the 
sidelines. Through the years, Jim has 
built a reputation as a fearless leader 
who’s ready to tackle any challenge 
that comes his way.

FAMILY FOUNDATIONS

Jim was one of three children born in 
Lincolnwood, Ill. to Robert and Harriet 
Irsay; sadly, his brother, Thomas was 
born developmentally challenged and 
passed away at age 45, and his sister, 
Roberta, was only 16 years old when 

she died in a car accident in 1971. An 
astute Chicago businessman, Robert 
got his professional start working in 
his father’s heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning business. In 1972, 
he purchased the Los Angeles Rams 
football franchise and then traded it 
to become the owner of the Baltimore 
Colts, ultimately relocating the team to 
Indianapolis in 1984. 

As a student at Loyola Academy in 
Wilmette, Ill., Jim kept in shape through 
golf, boxing and weight conditioning. 
He played linebacker for the Mustangs 
at Southern Methodist University as a 
walk-on, but had to give up his playing 
career following an ankle injury and 
focused on his studies instead, earning 
a bachelor’s degree in broadcast 
journalism that has served him well 
through the years. 

“Communications can sometimes 
be underrated, but it’s amazing to 
me how many things succeed or fail 
because of positive, negative or no 
communication,” Jim notes. 

Jim has worked with the Colts 
organization in one capacity or 
another since he was 12 years old. 
He attended summer camp with the 
players when he was in his early teens, 
and he’s never considered working 
anywhere else. Jim officially joined 
the professional staff after his college 
graduation in 1982. From there, he 
began a rapid ascension through 
management positions of increasing 
responsibility, becoming the franchise’s 
vice president and general manager 
in 1984 when the team moved to 
Indy, then taking on the roles of senior 
executive vice president, general 
manager and chief operating officer in 
April 1996. 

When Robert Irsay passed away in 
1997, Jim found himself the youngest 
team owner in the National Football 
League at age 37, and has served as 
the Colts owner and CEO ever since. 
Since then, he has encountered ups 
and downs, successfully navigating 
even the most difficult scenarios.

“The biggest reward is seeing a 
fan enthusiastically cheering for the 
players at a game, at an appearance, 
at training camp or anywhere they 
encounter someone from the team,” 
Jim says. “The biggest challenge is to 
manage the team through good times 
as well as those that are difficult. I have 
always believed that holding your head 
high when times are tough pays off in 
the long run.”
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GOOD SPORTS 

One would think it might be difficult 
to top seeing your team win the 
Super Bowl. While Jim admits he was 
definitely proud of that monumental 
achievement on behalf of the Colts 
players, coaches, office staff and fans, 
his own list of rewarding professional 
achievements doesn’t stop there. 

In spite of a challenging 2011-
2012 season, the Colts statistics 
boast undisputable numbers to be 
proud of. Under Jim’s leadership, the 
team earned the NFL’s best regular-
season record and the most playoff 
appearances by any team from 1999 
to 2010. The Colts won eight division 
titles during that same period.

In 2009, the Colts became the only 
NFL team to post seven consecutive 
seasons with 12 or more wins, and 
Indianapolis became the third team 
to open a season with 14 consecutive 
victories while earning the NFL’s 

best record and home-field playoff 
advantage. The Colts won the AFC 
Championship and reached Super 
Bowl XLIV, the second title appearance 
for the team in four seasons. That 
performance closed the 2000 to 2009 
decade with Indianapolis producing 
115 regular season victories, the most 
in NFL history. 

As a way to give fans a personal 
opportunity to bask in the Colt’s victory 
after the team’s 2007 Super Bowl win, 
Jim sent the Lombardi Trophy on a 
50-stop tour throughout Indiana. That 
fall, he created a creative once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for fans to compete 
for five authentic Super Bowl rings. The 
effort raised more than $225,000 for 
charity and entertained thousands who 

witnessed the 10 finalists take their 
chances picking one of five treasure 
chests that contained a ring inscribed 
with “Colts Fan.”

A true man of the people, Jim is always 
on the lookout for ways to contribute to 
his team, his league and his industry 
as a whole. An actively involved and 
hands-on owner, Jim chairs the NFL’s 
legislative committee and serves on 
the finance committee and the Super 
Bowl advisory committee. He has 
served on the executive committee 
of the management council and the 
pro-college relations committee. 
Additionally, he was a member of 
the realignment working group and 
the working club executive committee 
that authored the NFL’s collective 
bargaining agreement in 1993.

HUMBLE PIE 

Jim is quick to share credit for the Colts 
resounding string of successes through 
the years.

“People who know me best would 
say that my business approach is to 
hire the best people and let them do 
their jobs,” he says. “I pride myself on 

“People who know me best would say that my business approach is to 
hire the best people and let them do their jobs.”



being a good listener and welcoming 
the opinions of people I have in key 
positions.” 

The awards and recognitions Jim has 
merited through the years matter to 
him, of course, but pale in comparison 
to the personal feedback he gets from 
individuals whose lives have been 
touched by the franchise. 

“They aren’t usually widely publicized, 
that’s probably what makes them the 
most special in my mind,” he says. 

JIM IRSAY
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A stronger sense of purpose.
My mom was the smartest person I have ever known.  
She raised the seven of us on her own after my dad died 
when I was only 11. We never had much money, but I 
realize now that because of things she taught us, we  
were rich. I carry her wisdom with me throughout my 
daily work. 

I also watched my mom struggle with diabetes. Thanks 
in part to Lilly, I shared 25 years with her that otherwise 
would not have been possible. And now I have the 
opportunity to do the same for other people. 

Once, in a VA hospital, I was approached by a Vietnam 
veteran. He told me how his life was transformed by our 
medicines. And that’s when it clicked for me — the REAL 
impact of what we do here and the dramatic effect we 
have on peoples’ lives. After that meeting, I had an even 
stronger sense of purpose. Lilly’s done so much for my 
family and for many others. And I hope the work I am 
doing today will help my three children overcome some  
of the challenges they might face tomorrow.

PERSONAL INFO:

FAMILY:
Jim married his high school sweetheart, Meg Coyle, in 1980. Their three daughters all live in 
Indianapolis and work for the Colts as vice presidents.  Carlie Irsay-Gordon manages special projects 
for the team while raising two children with her husband. Casey Irsay-Foyt created the Huddles frozen 
yogurt franchise; she and her husband have one child. Kalen Irsay manages a portfolio of Colts team 
sponsorships. 

HOBBIES: 
Anyone who knows Jim is familiar with his love of music and his penchant for managing to work rock music lyrics into any 
conversation. A competent musician in his own right, Jim built a recording studio in his home, collects guitars and counts instruments 
that once belonged to Elvis, George Harrison and Jerry Garcia among his 300 or so holdings. 

An avid aficionado of American pop culture, Jim’s dizzyingly vast collection of artifacts and memorabilia includes kitschy items ranging 
from Mike Myers’ Austin Powers glasses to an original manuscript of Jack Kerouac’s “On the Road.” “Chaos is a Friend of Mine: 
Cultural Icons from the Jim Irsay Collection,” a grouping of items from Jim’s private inventory, is currently on exhibition at the Indiana 
State Museum until May 6.  

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS AND PHILANTHROPIC SUPPORT: 
In their home city and state, the Irsays are active supporters of a myriad of philanthropic organizations including, but not limited to: Dance 
Kaleidoscope, Keep Indianapolis Beautiful, Riley Hospital for Children, Shepherd Community Center and United Way of Central Indiana. 

Together with his wife, Meg, Jim oversees the Colts’ extensive contributions program, making donations to more than 2,000 
organizations and events every year. He also is a board member of the Greater Indianapolis Progress Committee, the IU Simon Cancer 
Center, the Indianapolis Convention and Visitors Association, and The Indy Partnership.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE: 
“We are in a rebuilding mode and I’m enthusiastic about the next few years for the team,” Jim says. “I’ve learned that standing in one place 
never gets you anywhere and that moving forward, while it might be difficult, is a good thing for the long-term health of an organization.”
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