
22   Official Indiana Travel Guide / 2015

INsider     LODGING

When a ho-hum motel room just won’t do, 
these out-of-the-ordinary accommodations 
offer memorable settings in which to rest 
your weary head:

GLAMPING 
In 2014, the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way (4790 W. 16th St., Indianapolis, 
317.492.8500, ims.com/glamping) rolled 
out the red carpet for campers with new 
infield “glamping" packages that include 
tricked-out tents with beds or cots, tables 
and chairs, tarp floors, private restrooms, 
and shower facilities. For 2015 rates and 
reservations, check the website. (C)

YURTS
It’s safe to say the circular structures 
available to rent year-round at Mary Rose 
Herb Farm and Retreat (23112 Cattail 
Rd., Bristow, 812.357.2699, maryroseherb 
farm.com) are a bit more fashionable than 
the basic tents that nomadic tribes pitch 
on the Central Asian plains. Think luxury 
camping, with heat pumps, full-size beds, 
hot breakfast delivered each morning and 
access to a Japanese soaking tub. Nightly 
rates start at $90. (S)

B&BS
At the Inn at Irwin Gardens (608 5th St., 
Columbus, 812.376.3663, irwingardens 
.com), gorgeous Italianate gardens and 

intricate architectural details make stays at 
the former home of Columbus’s most no-
table family worthwhile. Rooms range from 
$175 to $290. (SC) And Riley’s Railhouse 
(123 N. 4th St., Chesterton, 219.395.9999, 
rileysrailhouse.com) in Chesterton tucks 
guests into one of two “berths” inside a 
renovated 1914 New York Central Freight 
Station that sits along a working train line. 
Don’t worry—earplugs are provided. Rates 
from $120. (N) 

ARTY HOTELS
Is it a hotel? Is it a museum? Who cares? 
It’s cool. The Alexander (333 S. Delaware 
St., Indianapolis, 317.624.8200, thealex 
ander.com) in downtown Indianapolis 
boasts nifty installations scattered through-
out common spaces, meeting facilities, 
guest rooms—even the parking garage. 
And at The Conrad (50 W. Washington St., 
317.713.5000, conradhotels3.hilton.com), 
you’re welcome to wander through exhibits 
at the on-site Long-Sharp Gallery (modern 
mastersfab.com). (C) 

TIPIS 
Stay in one of two 20-foot tipis modeled 
after traditional Sioux designs at Rawhide 
Ranch in Brown County (1292 S.R. 135 
South, Nashville, 888.94.RANCH, rawhide 
ranchusa.com), where these primitive tents 
rent for $45 a night. Heads up: You’ll need 

to bring your own bedding and firewood. 
(SC) Up north near Angola, Wild Winds 
Buffalo Preserve (6975 N. Ray Rd., Fre-
mont, 260.495.0137, wildwindsbuffalo 
.com) rents four- or six-man tipis from $119 
a night, along with raised safari tents with 
fire pits ($169 a night). (N) 

ROUGHING IT
Want to really commune with nature? The 
Draper Cabin within Morgan-Monroe 
State Forest (6220 Forest Rd., Martinsville, 
765.342.4026, in.gov/dnr/forestry/7698.
htm) offers four walls, a roof and a fire-
place—and that’s it. Rates are $32.10 per 
night with a two-night minimum. (SC) For 
rooms with a water view, several propri-
etors in Derby and Magnet in Perry County 
operate cabins perched directly on beauti-
ful bends of the Ohio River (812.547.7933, 
perrycountyindiana.org). (S) 

HOUSEBOATS
You won’t get any closer to the water than 
this unless you’re in it. Patoka Lake Ma-
rina & Lodging (812-685-2203, patoka 
lakemarina.com) in Birdseye rents floating 
cabins and houseboats with gas grills, A/C 
and full kitchens. Houseboat rates for a 
three-day weekend or four-day week start 
at $1,295 in the summer and $895 off-sea-
son plus fuel; floating cabins start at $199 
in the summer and $150 off-season. (S)  

GOOD NIGHTS
Seven types of totally Indiana places to lay your head.  BY AMY LYNCH
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Rawhide Ranch The AlexanderInn at Irwin Gardens


