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istorical sites, new attractions, 
distinctive dining and a fl avor all its own. It’s all right 
here in Evansville.

Sitting on a scenic bend of the mighty Ohio River 
in southwestern Indiana, Evansville is a prominent 
economic Hoosier powerhouse, thanks to corporate 
entities such as Vectren, Atlas Van Lines, Old National 
Bank and Berry Plastics, which have chosen to site their 
headquarters here. In addition to being an economic
hub, Evansville is an enticing getaway for visitors 
throughout the region.

History Comes Alive Although Indiana’s 
third-largest city wasn’t offi  cially founded until 

1812, Angel Mounds State Historic Site off ers archae-
ological proof that the riverfront region was inhabited 
by a group of American Indians known as Middle 
Mississippians as far back as A.D. 1000. Indiana State 
Museum and Historic Sites maintains the several 
hundred-acre settlement, giving visitors a fascinating 
glimpse into the history and culture of the mysterious 
Mound Builders.

Throughout the 1800s, river and railroad populated 
Evansville with commerce and new residents, many of 
whom settled into the charming Riverside Historic Dis-
trict. A walking tour of these brick-paved streets reveals 
a slate of storied churches and residences, including the 
gorgeously preserved Reitz Home Museum, a stunning 
example of French Second Empire architecture fi lled 
with original period furnishings, stained-glass windows 
and parquet fl oors.

Another of Evansville’s earliest neighborhoods, 
Haynie’s Corner Arts District is re-emerging as a 
stroll-worthy area lined with restaurants, pubs and 
galleries to explore. Likewise, historical Franklin Street 
is enjoying new life because of a dedicated local associ-
ation intent on seeing the corridor thrive as a destina-
tion with lively events and new business developments. 

When it opened in 1915, Bosse Field was America’s 
fi rst municipally owned sports facility, trailing only 
behind Fenway Park and Wrigley Field in age. But this 
baseball diamond gained the most recognition during 
its star turn as a fi lming site for the 1992 movie A 
League of Their Own. In summer, fans pack the 
bleachers to cheer on the Evansville Otters, the city’s 
independent Frontier League home team. 
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A popular weekend getaway, 
Evansville is southwestern Indiana’s 
commercial and cultural hub.

By Amy Lynch

Evansville, Ind., offers travelers abundant 

historical, cultural and culinary delights.



Old Meets New During World 
War II, Evansville amped up 

its industrial eff orts to become one 
of the country’s most important 
inland suppliers of landing ship 
tanks. Launched in 1942 and the 
last existing vessel of its kind, the 
USS LST-325 has found a home on 
the Ohio River banks aft er being 
salvaged from Greece and loving-
ly restored by a volunteer crew. 
The ship is open for guided tours, 
which off er insight into its par-
ticipation in the D-Day invasion 
at Omaha Beach and many other 
signifi cant military maneuvers. 
Visitors can go to lstmemorial
.org for tour schedules and other 
information.

For a comprehensive view of 
the role transportation has played 

cuisine provides more tasty proof 
of Evansville’s diverse cultural 
heritage. On Franklin Street, the 
Gerst Haus satisfi es cravings for 
schnitzel, strudel and other tradi-
tional German fare in a century-
old beer-hall setting. 

Just up the street, Tin Man 
Brewing Co., creates craft  beer 
using sustainable modern practic-
es and techniques. Thin-crust pies 
at Turoni’s Pizzery & Brewery are 
to Evansville what deep dish is to 
Chicago, and the fragrant djage (a 
baked chicken dish) and Arabian 
salad are must-eats at the eclectic 
House of Como. H&A
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in the city’s development, visitors 
can stop by Evansville Museum 
Transportation Center, where they 
can see a 1900s steam engine and 
caboose. 

Next door, the Evansville 
Museum of Arts, History and
Science delights guests with educa-
tional exhibits and programming 
that celebrate Evansville’s proud 
past while also looking toward the 
future, with the recent Eykamp 
Pavilion addition and panoramic 
fi lm screenings in the Koch 
Immersive Theater. 

The newest addition to Evans-
ville’s museum family, the Dream 
Car Museum opened in 2015 
to great fanfare, showcasing a 
private collection of more than 60 
exotic and vintage rides in pristine 
condition. 

A diverse melting pot of restau-
rants off ering a range of global 

Historical charm, dozens of beer 
choices and German food draw visitors 
to the Gerst Haus (left). Visitors can 
tour the USS LST-325 (below).
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Planning Your Trip
To learn more, call the Evansville Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at (800) 433-3025 or log on to visitevansville.com. 
For trip-planning assistance, contact your local AAA Travel 
agent or visit AAA.com/travel.


